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MDCCLXXII, 


REF LEXIONsS, &c. 


I. O man can make a right uſe of 


the life which God has given him, 
unleſs he underſtands the nature of it. There 
is a general miſtake among mankind, to 
which we all are witneſſes, and yet are in 
danger of falling into it every day: and 
when it hath once got poſſeſſion of us, our 
own ſtrength 1 is not ſufficient to caſt it out. 


This life is no more than a paſſage or jour- 
ney, yet we take it as a ſettlement; and 


when we have taken it for ſuch, we uſe it as 
ſuch: we uſe it as what it is not, and conſe- 
quently we abuſe it. This abuſe muſt lead us 
to miſery and ruin; for no man can find his 
happineſs in contradicting the will of God. 
TheScripture aſſures us, that God willeth not 
the death of any ſinner; and it is equally 


certain, on the ſame principles of his mercy 


and goodneſs, that he takes no pleaſure in 
B the 
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the diſtreſs and diſappointment of any of 
his creatures. According to our own nar- 
row and ſelfiſh ſentiments, he ought to 
give us ſuch things as are moſt deſireable 
and pleaſant in themſelves : but inſtead of 
theſe, he gives us what is beſt for us under 
our preſent circumſtances ; becauſe he looks 
farther than our own limited powers and 
diſordered paſſions will ſuffer us to do. Our 
happineſs is an object as deſireable to our 
Maker as it is to ourſelves: but we are too 
much in haſte to judge rightly about it: 
we miſtake our road, through an unhappy 
perſuaſion, that it is very eaſy to be found; 
that nature will direct us to it, as it does 
the brutes: but God treats us like what we 
are, rational men; and therefore gives us, 
not what is abſolutely beſt in our preſent 
ſtate, as being moſt pleaſant, but what is 
beſt, when all our views' and intereſts are 
confidered together. We chuſe many 
things, not for the ſake of themſelves but 
of their conſequences: and ſhall we think 
that rule inconſiſtent either with the juſtice 
or wiſdom of God, which common pru- 
dence obliges us to follow on many oc- 


caſions ? 
II. They 
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II. They who have deſired to make a 
fight uſe of their life, have wiſely conſider- 
ed it as 4 journey : from which the follow- 
ing conſiderations naturally ariſe. That as 
every journey is undertaken for the ſake of 
its end, common reaſon requires that it 
ſhould be @ progreſs; that no time ſhould be 
thrown away in unneceſſary excurſions, for 
the ſake of ſuch objects as have no relation 
to the purpoſe we are upon. A man upon 
2 journey ought to be ſatisfied, and every 
teaſonable perſon is ſatisfied, if he does not 
find all things as regular and convenient as 
in his own dwelling : if there is leſs ſun- 
ſhine than he could wiſh for while he is 
travelling; if his meat is leſs pleaſant and 
his reſt leſs quiet than at home: for he that 
enters upon a journey expoſes himſelf of 
courſe to ſuch inconveniences, and is not 
ſurpriſed if he meets with them. All theſe 
things ſerve to endear his own habitation, 
ind make him in haſte to accompliſh his 
Puſineſs, that he may have ſome right to 
enjoy it at his return. 
III. Others have conſidered human life 
as a ſtate of baniſhment : and this repreſen- 
ation of it will take away much of our 


apgerneſs after its enjoyments, If the 
B 2 mind 
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mind 1s tender and ſenſible, it will take but 
little pleaſure in the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
things, with which it would be highly en- 
tertained, if it were at peace in its native 
land. While it is ſighing for what is diſ- 
tant, it can have no reliſh for what is pre- 
ſent. When the children of Iſrael were 
led away into captivity, and ſpent their 
days by the waters of Babylon, and the 
trees that adorned their banks; others 
might have been delighted with the proſ— 
pect, but they could only /it down and weep. 
The remembrance of Sion was always up- 
permoſt in their minds: ſo that while their 
Aſſyrian companions were full of mirth and 
muſic probably on ſome occation of public 
rejoicing, or ſome religious feſtival, * and 
required them to join in it with one of the 
ſongs of their own country, they could only 
reflect with ſorrow and bitterneſs, how im- 
proper it was to join with idolaters in their 
worſhip, to intermix melody with their bea- 
wvineſs, and to ſing the Lord's ſong in a ſirange 
land; that ſong, with which their hearts 
had been delighted, while their eyes were 


alſo dazzled with the ſplendors of their own} 


Temple, and their Nation happy in that 
favour of God, which they knew not how 
to value till they had loſt it. 
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IV. But if we remember that Death is the 

penalty of diſobedience, Life will appear to 
us under a ſtill farther diſadvantage; and 
our paſſage through it will be the journey of 
a condemned criminal from the jail to the 
gibbet. When a man is taken out of pri- 
ſon, and led forth to his execution, though 
he may be carried to it by the fartheſt way, 
the terrors of his mind are not leſſened by 
ſo inconſiderable a relief; the fatal ſpot is 
preſent to his imagination from the firſt to 
the laſt ſtep of his journey, 

Though his limbs are in their full 
ſtrength, his eyeſight perfect, his reſpira- 
tion ſound, his appetite good; yet this one 
+ conſideration takes up all his attention, 
that he is upon the road to his Death. If 
we were to hear a perſon under theſe cir- 
cumſtances talking about indifferent ſub- 
jects, or laughing and jeſting; or if we 
ſhould ſee him anxious about the colour of 
his clothes, or attempting to drown his 
ſenſes in ſtrong liquor; we ſhould be 
ſhocked at the impropriety, and lament 
that the poor infatuated wretch was ſo in- 
ſenſible of his condition. Our conduct 
would ſurely be better than it is on many 
occaſions, and our appetite for diſſipation 

B 3 would 
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would be checked, if we had the ſenſe to re- 
member daily that this is our own caſe! that 
Life is the road to Death, and that every ſtep 
we take brings usnearer to it: that our vanity 
| and attention to pleaſure, is ſo far from be- 
| ing an argument of our ſenſe and ſpirit, 


that it is in fact a ſtrong proof of our ſtupi- 
dity; that it is all no better than the 
amuſement of a condemned criminal for- 8 
getful of his execution. This may paſs for 
a gloomy conſideration, a ſort of doctrine 
which will hardly be received: it diſagrees 
ſo much with the paſſions and prejudices 
of men, that we are apt to reject it with 
[ ſcorn, as invective and not repreſentation. | 
| Such is the way of the world! there hath * | 
| always been too much room for that reflec- 
| tion of Moſes—Ohb that they were wiſe, 
þ that they underſtood this, that they would 
; conſider their latter end ! 
| V. The wiſdom of God ſaw how neceſ- 
| ſary it was to keep his ſervants attentive to 
the condition of their tenure here upon 
earth; and therefore his providence threw 
them into an unſettled way of life, whence 
they might with certainty collect, that this 
world was not to be the object of their 
affections; that earthly happineſs was not 
| Pro- 
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propoſed to them. as the reward of their 
faith, and that they ought to look forward 
to another Life for the proper place of their 
abode. The greateſt favourites of heaven, 
were of all men the greateſt ſtrangers upon 
earth : and the ſcripture holds out their 
examples to us, that we may prepare our- 


» ſelves to be followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes. The 


promiſe of an inheritance was firſt offered 
to Abraham: but no ſooner had he received 
this promiſe, than he was called away from 
his country and his kindred, truſting to the 
word of God for a land afterwards to be 


revealed to him. When God had conducted 


him to the land of Promiſe, the apoſtle 
(in the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews) 
tells us, he ſojourned in it as in a ſtrange 
country (a place which did not belong to 


him), dwelling in tabernacles with Iſaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the ſame 


promiſe : for he looked for a city which hath 


foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. 


Of the land promiſed to him as an in- 
heritance, he had actually no poſſeſſion ; 
not enough to ſet his foot upon, that he 
could call his own; inſomuch that he was 
under the neceſſity of purchaſing a bury- 


B 4 ing- 
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ing-ground for a ſum of money of Emmor 
the father of Sychem. We read in the 
bock of Gene/is, that his ſons Iſaac and Iſb- 
mael buried him in the cave of Macpelah, ' 
in the field of Ephron the ſon of Zohar the 
Hiitite, which is before Mamre; the field 
which Abraham purchaſed of the ſons of Heth ; 
there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his 
wife, Theſe circumſtances, fo exactly re- 
lated, may ſeem to be ſcarcely worth a 
place in the Bible: but we learn ſrom them 
this important truth, that Abraham, the 
father of the church, a man diſtinguiſhed 
from all other men as the friend of God, 
the firſt elected heir of all his promiſes, 
was a pilgrim upon earth, and died with- 
out receiving any poſſeſſion in it, more 
than a ſmall ſpot to be occupied at his 
Death. Then at laſt did he begin to take 
poſſeſſion of it: to teach all his children, 
that the righteous hath hope in his Death, 
and that this world is not worth their 
enjoyment: if it had been ſuch, God 
would have given it to Abraham. 

VI. The Patriarch Jacob who hall be 
the ſubject of our preſent meditation, was 
conforthed, in his way of life, to the ex- 
ample of his forefather. In his Ty 

| e 
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fled from his brother, and ſerved many 
years as an hireling under a hard maſter, 
When he wanted a ſpot of ground to erect 
an altar upon, he purchaſed it, as Abraham 
had done before him. He was the heir of 
the promiſed land, yet lived only as a ſlran- 
ger there ſo long as he dwelt in it: and at 
a time of his life, when his grey hairs were 
nearly brought down to the grave with 
ſorrow, he went down into Egypt. When 
he was introduced, to Pharaoh, the king 
enquired after his age: and the anſwer he 
mak<cs to this queſtion is worth our atten- 
tion—T he days of the years of my pilgrimage 
are an hundred and thirty years: few and 
evil have the days of the years of my life been, 
and 1 have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers, in the days of 
their pilgrimage. If we had beheld the 
figure of this venerable old man when he 
was brought before the king, and had heard 
his words, we ſhould have thought his advice 
worth liſtening to: let us think it ſo now, 
and weigh it accordingly—Few and evil baue 
the days of the years of my life been He had 
lived an hundred and thirty years; and does 
he call theſe but few ? To us who look for- 
ward upon ſuch a ſpace of time, it may 


appear 
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appear long; but to him who looked back 
upon it, it was ſhort. Take the oldeſt 
man you can meet with, and aſk him 
whether his life ſeems to have been 
fhort ? I dare promiſe you what his anſwer 
will be. And if you were to aſk him alſo, 
whether it ſeems to have been vain, and 
empty ? here again we may judge what his 
anſwer would be, unleſs his head too ſhould be 
empty: for every wiſe man, after he hath 
tried human life, hath reaſon to pronounce, 
as Jacob did, that the days of it have becn 
evil. as to Jacob himſelf, the caſe is plain to 
thoſe who conſider his hiſtory. He was 
twenty years .in the ſervice of the hard- 
hearted Laban, his kinſman. In the day 
the drought conſumed him, and the froft by 
night ; and his ſleep departed from his eyes. 
His mind was agitated with the terrors of 
Death when he was about to meet his 
ſavage brother E/au, and his body was 
maimed in a myſterious ſtruggle with an 
angel. In after time, he was afflifted by 
the unnatural offence of Reuben; diſgraced 
by the cruelty of Simeon and Levi; wound- 
ed to the heart by the untimely Death 
of his favourite Rachel in the midſt of a 


journey; bereaved of his comfort after- 
| wards 
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wards by the ſuppoſed loſs of his beloved 
Foſepb ; terrified with the apprehenſion of 
toling Benjamin; diſtreſſed by a famine, 
and called away at an hundred and thirty 
years of age to a ſtrange country, when he 
was rather wiſhing to be releaſed from the 
burthen of life, Surely we muſt allow that 
the days of this man were evil. He calls 
them the days of his pilgrimage, and with 
great propriety ; for he was never ſettled 
any where, till his Death, In the laſt 
ſtage of his life, he lived in a ſtate of de- 
pendence on one of his ſons, to whom he 
owed the very bread that he eat. It is ſaid, 
that Jeſeph nouriſhed his father and bis 
brethren, and all his father's houſehold 
with bread, according to their families, In 
Egypt, a ftrange and idolatrous country, he 
died; and the journey of his funeral at laſt 
concluded his pilgrimage : he was carried 
over into Sychem, and laid in the ſepulchre 

that Abraham bought for a ſum of money. 
VII. Such was the Life, Death, and 
Burial of this holy Patriarch. In his life 
he was a diſtteſſed wanderer, at his Death 
an alien, and a pilgrim even in his Burial. 
What ſhall we ſay to theſe things? was 
this man forſaken of God ? certainly not : 
for 
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for every ſtep of his Life was under the 
ſpecial direction of an extraordinary provi- 
dence. He died without receiving the in- 
heritance which had been promiſed to him. 
Did the promiſe therefore fail? we have 
an anſwer to this queſtion from the apoſtle, 
who aſſures us, that this ſame Jacob, with 
the other Patriarchs, died in faith, not 
baving received the promiſes, but having 
ſeen them afar off, and were perſuaded of 
them and embraced them, and confeſſed that 
they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. They knew the promiſe of God 
was ſecured to them, and ſignified their 
hope in it by the manner and place of their 
Burial ; ſo that being dead they yet ſpake 
of it, and their holy example is ſpeaking to 
ns at this day. When Jacob was about to 
die, he took a ſolemn oath of his ſon Joſeph, 
that he would not bury him in Egypt, but 
carry him out of Egypt, to lie with his 
fathers in their burying place. Toſeph, in 
kke manner, before his Death, gave com- 
mandment concerning his bones, that the 
children of Iſrael] at their departure ſhould 
carry them up from Egypt, and bury them 
in Canaan, What could make theſe men 


ſo anxious about the place of their Burial ? 
* | this 
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this world is loſt to a dead man: and if his 
body muſt be turned to duſt, what differ- 
ence could it make, whether that happened 
in Egypt or in Canaan? what could they 
expreſs by this ceremony of their Burial, 
but that they ſtill depended upon the pro- 
miſe of God, and were fully perſuaded, that 
even Death itſelf could not cut them off 
from the enjoyment of it? To ſignify this 
hope, their bodies were tranſlated from the 
houſe of bondage to the land of promiſe. 
The place of their Burial is a teſtimony of 
their faith, which ſhall laſt till the day of 
their reſurrection. When the laſt trumpet 
ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be ſummon- 
ed from every quarter of the earth, where 
ſhall the angels of heaven gather up the 
the bodies of theſe men, but in that land, 
where they knew their Redeemer would be 
manifeſted in the latter days; and to which 
he ſhall return, when the laſt enemy of his 
church ſhall be put under his feet? Ani- 
mated with this hope, they were enabled 
to bear all the changes of human life: 
they were contented to live as ſtrangers 
in a land, of which they had a grant from 
heaven itſelf : when they were abſent from 
it, they had no defire or returning to it in 

thei 


14 On the Life, Death, and 


their life-time : all they wanted, was a 
{mall ſpot of ground, wherein to expreſs, 
by their Burial, their contempt of the 
world, and their hope of a reſurrection. 
There they were all buried; and there they 
lie unto this day, expeCting the time when 
God ſhall viſit them; and their bones fo 
depoſited by an act of faith, ſhall flouriſh 
again out of the duſt. 

VIII. Thus much being ſaid on the life, 
death, and burial of Jacob, let us confider 
what we are to learn from his example. 

As we are the ſpiritual children of Jacob, 
and the heirs of his faith; it may be ex- 
pected, that God will treat us alſo as 
ſttrangers upon earth; that he will lead us 
through many changes, and teach us, by 
frequent interruptions, that this world and 
its happineſs are not the proper objects of 


our deſires. 
This leſſon is as needful for us as for our 


forefathers : and though the almighty hand 
of God may not be ſo viſible and open in 
the conduct of our lives as of theirs, yet 
his agency may be as real in the one caſe as 
in the other. And it will be our duty to 
reſign ourſelves, as they did, to his diſ- 


poſal. Shall we account it an hardſhip, if 
5 Pro- 
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Providence ſhall at laſt convince us, that 
the favour of God is more valuable than the 
praiſes of men ? that the improvement of 
the ſpirit is preferable to the gratification of 
the fleſh? that the ſalvation of the ſoul is 
better than the health of the body ? that 
Glory in Heaven is more deſireable than 
enjoyment upon earth ? If we are perſuaded 
of theſe things, we ſhall gain more than 
the whole world can beſtow upon us, and 
loſe nothing but ſhadows and viſions which 
cheat us with imaginary forms, and fly from 
us while we endeavour to ſecure them. If 
death finds us poſſeſſed of our errors, and 
bereaves us of them againſt our will, he 
will plant ſorrow and remorſe in the place 
of them. If we humble ourſelves under the 
hand of God, and part with them freely, 
peace and hope will immediately ſucceed. 
them; and they are the only bleſſings, of 
which we cannot be deprived either by the 
uncertainty of life, or the certainty of 
death. We cannot pronounce upon any 
man's happineſs till we ſee the end of him: 
his death is the index to his life. We. 
count Facob happy, notwithſtanding all the 
travail and forrow of his life, becauſe he. 
never forſook God, nor was ever forſaken 


by 
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by him. If we would be like him in our 


latter end, we muſt follow the example of 


his faith while we are alive. We muſt de- 
pend upon the promiſes of God, as he did; 
and regard this world only as a paſſage to a 
better. Let us examine our own hearts 
then, and fee what account we can give of 
ourſelves. | 

IX. Do we witneſs the ſame good con- 
feſſion? that our preſent life is no better 
than a pilgrimage ? that the days of it are 
few and evil ? that therefore, laying aſide 
our confidence in things preſent, we ought 
to place our hope and our affections on 
things to come? Do we not rather declare 
by our actions, that we have choſen things 
temporal inſtead of things eternal? that 
this world is to be uſed, as if it were to 
laſt for ever? that the one thing needful is 
the improvement of our eſtates; and the 
one thing excellent, the enjoyment of 
them? are not theſe the principles by 
which men (I had almoſt ſaid Chriftians} are 
now directed? why elſe do we fee them 
hunting ſo eagerly after pleaſure, graſping 
at wealth, or ſolliciting honour ? When our 
Saviour preached againſt worldly wiſdom, 


the Phariſces derided him becauſe they were 
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covetous: this worldly Spirit had got poſ- 
ſeſſion of them, and ſoon turned them into 
complete infidels. That gain zs Godlmeſs, 
is now the ruling principle of the whole 
generation of Jews, and they ſtick at no- 
thing to promote it. If the ſpiritual ſons 
of Abraham are influenced by the ſame 
principle as the natural, they may call 
themſclves Chriſtians, but they will be fo 
like Jews that we ſhall ſcarcely know the 
difference; and their uncircumci/ion will be 
counted for circumciſion, in a ſenſe quite op- 
polite to that of the Apoſtle. What com- 
fort can ſuch men receive from the proſpect 
of an heavenly Canaan? What relief can they 
find under any of the troubles of life ? 
What pleaſure can they take, in meditating 
upon death? The whole ſubject is to them 
no better than a deaths-head, placed in the 
way only to ſpoil their mirth, and inter- 
rupt their proſperity Therefore they drown 
the remembrance of it, and fly for refuge 
, to deſperation itſelf; betaking them to that 
"maxim of the Atheiſt Let us eat ard drink, 
for to-morrow we die. 

The faith of Jacob inverted this Proverb. 
He reaſoned thus—lIf to-morrow we dic, it 
is not worth our while to make proviſion ſor 
the fleſh; nor to run the hazard of eternal 
C damna- 
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damnation for the momentary enjoyment of 
fin. He could find pleaſure in meditating 
upon death. Out of that well, dark and 
deep as it may appear, his faith could at all 
times draw up the waters of life. The 
nearer Death approached to him, ſo much 
the more did the proſpect brighten before 
him : and at. the laſt, we behold him de- 
parting in peace, with prayers and bleſſings 
in his mouth, We ſee his body tranſlated” 
by an act of faith, at his own pious requeſt, 
to be laid with his fathers in the ſepulchre 
of Abraham, and there reſting from its 
labours, till it ſhall be ſummoned to enter 
into the joy of its Lord. 

X. Here let us ſtop a while, and ima- 
gine to ourſelves that we ſtand in the field 
of Sichem, looking at the cave of Macpelab, 
and reflecting on the holy family buried 
within 1t.— 

That the days of their pilgrimage are 
paſſed away as a vitton ; themſelves turned 
to duſt, with nothing now before them but 
a ſpiritual and eternal world! I am ſure we 
ſhall not think the worſe of them, becauſe 
their condition here was unſettled, and they 
were led about by the hand of God as 
{irzngers in the earth. The only way to 


form a true judgment of any man's condi- 
tion 
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tion taken altogether, is to think upon him 
a little when he is laid in his grave. While 
he is alive we are cheated with a falſe opi- 
nion of him : our eyes are ſmitten with the 
ſplendor of his greatneſs, or our pride diſ- 
guſted by the poverty of his appearance. 
But in Death, their is an end of all delu- 
fion : and though we may find ourſelves 
diſpoſed to flatter thoſe who have the moit 
of this world (however they come by it), 
yet we ſhall generally agree in praiſing the 
dead who were rich in faith; like thoſe 
who were buried with fa:thful Abraham, 
From them let us turn our eyes to our- 
felves. Our life is a pilgrimage like theirs: 
the days of it will ſoon be paſſed away, and 
nothing remain for us but things eternal. 
While our mind is thus intent upon our 
mortality, and the next world open to our 
view, it will be natural to cry out, as Ba- 
laam did, when he faw the camp of Iſrael, 
in which were the bones of Joſeph travel- 
ling over to Canaan; O let me die the Death 
of the righteous, and let my laſt end be like 
his ! But let us conſider, that if we would 
die the Death of the righteous, we muſt lead 
the Life of the righteous: there is no other 
way. If we follow their faith, it will lead 
us to the ſame end; and though we are 
| not 
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not buried in the ſame ſpot of ground, we 


hall reſt in the ſame hope. The whole 


earth, or any ſpot of it, is a ſepulchre 
which will ſafely preſerve the chriſtian a- 
gainſt the day of viſitation. It has been 
purchaſed, not with a ſum of money paid 
by Abrabam or Jacob, but with the price 
of Chriſt's innocent blood ; and hath this 
reſemblance to that cave of Abraham, and 
that potter's field ſpoken of in the hiſtory of 
our Saviour's paſſion, that it is 4 place 10 
bury ſtrangers in. So that although the 
ground was curſed for the ſin of man, yet 
through the merits of Chriſt's Death, this 
privilege is reſerved to the chriſtian, that 
he poſſeſſes it as a reſting place, a bed where- 
in the ſaints may rejoice in hope of glory: 
and the earth will laſt no longer, than till 


it hath performed the office, firſt of Zeeping, 


than of delivering up its dead: a doctrine, 
which as it gives us a comfortable proſpect 
of Death, ſo it yields us an admirable leſſon 
while we are alive; teaching us not to 
throw away too much of our regard upon a 
world, whefe beſt uſe and higheſt honour. 
it is to anſwer the end of a /epulchre. 
4 XX 38 
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